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HISTOEY VERSUS VALUE 1 

TWO principles are generally relied on as axiomatic in the popular 
philosophy of the day, viz., (1) that nothing is explicable 
except in terms of its history, and (2) that the value of anything is 
independent of its history. In the popular mind these two principles 
dwell side by side in millennial peace. But the mission of philosophy 
is to bring a sword as well as peace. It must not only reconcile con- 
tradictories, but it must also find contradictions where none would 
otherwise be suspected. Nor is it difficult to ee in the two principles 
before us, in spite of intermixture of blood, the representatives of 
the two warring houses of empiricism and rationalism. 

Unbounded faith in the omnipotence of the historical method is 
typical of nineteenth-century thought, just as faith in naive rational- 
ism is held to be typical of eighteenth-century thought. Such dis- 
tinct representatives of popular thought as Carlyle and St. Beuve 
express it in aphorisms such as : " History is not only the fittest study, 
but the only study. It is the true epic poem and the universal divine 
scripture" — and "History, that general taste and aptitude of our 
age, falls heir in effect to all the other branches of human culture. ' ' 2 
Though this wave of historicism was in its inception closely related to 
the romantic movement, and was supported by the authority of 
Schelling and partly by that of Hegel, it became in its conscious 
maturity predominantly positivistic, 3 realistic, and empirical, inti- 
mately related to the apotheosis of induction and distrust of reason 
which came in vogue after the first third of the century. In reaction 
to the boldly a priori Hegelian method of writing history and the 
vagaries of the naturphilosophie of Schelling 's followers, there fol- 
lowed a general ideaphobia which reached its height when papers 
by Helmholtz and Clausius on the correlation of forces were rejected 
by orthodox physical journals as too metaphysical. 

* Read before the American Philosophical Association, December, 1913. 
2 Carlyle, "On History Again"; St. Beuve, "Nouveaux Lundis," I., 103. 
s Cf. Comte, ' ' Cours de Philosophie Positive, ' ' VI., esp. chs. 1-6. 
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The empirical and realistic temper of this historical movement 
shows itself clearly in the writings of its acknowledged leader, 
Ranke, according to whom historical method consists not in passing 
judgment, but in gathering all the available data and finding the 
facts or events as they really happened.* "First of all we must 
understand the world, and then desire the good." 5 To attain this 
understanding we must distrust the employment of abstract prin- 
ciples, for "the spirit which manifests itself in the world is not of so 
conceptual a nature" (begriffsmassig) .* The characteristic ontology 
of this mode of thought finds expression in Ranke 's repeated assertion 
that "the genus appears only in the species." 7 

The triumphs of this point of view have led to the belief that all 
questions can be settled by appeal to history. Hence more or less 
lengthy historical introductions to all sorts of axiologic discussions 
are quite the fashion. As a rule it will be found that the historical 
introduction is very much like the chaplain's prayer which opens a 
legislative session or political convention : very little of the subse- 
quent proceedings are decided by reference to it. But there have 
not been wanting brave souls who have taken the historical faith quite 
seriously and have actually attempted to make the historical point 
of view replace or supersede all independent method or standpoint 
of valuation. In our discussion as to the general relation between 
a theory of value and a theory of existence, 8 it is well to take note of 
these actual attempts to carry out the denial of the claim that the 
order f value is relatively independent of the type of existence we 
call historical. 

We might, in passing, note as significant the fact that the more 
developed a science is the less use it makes of history. Thus history 
has no applications in mathematical investigations, and next to none 
in physical researches. With the recent growth of experimental 
and scientific methods in biology and the realization of the inadequacy 
of von Baer's supposed law about the parallelism between ontogeny and 

* See the preface to his first book, ' ' Geschichte der romanischen und ger- 
manischen Volker" (1824), and the appendix to the same, "Zur Kritik neuerer 
Geschichtsschreiber. " Cf. his "Sammt. Werke," Vol. 34, page vii. For Ranke 'a 
attack on Hegel see his " Weltgeschichte. " ("Sammt. Werke," Vol. 9, 
page xi). 

5 " Weltgeschichte, " Vol. 9, page 236. 

« lb., page xi. 

7 "Sammt. Werke," Vols. 49-50, page 152. For useful collections of 
Ranke 's theoretical views, see Nabaldian, "Rankes Bildungsjahre und Ge- 
schichtsauffassung, " and O. Lorenz, "Ranke die Generationslehre und die Ge- 
schichtsunterricht. ' ' Cf. Wundt 's ' ' Logik, ' ' II., page 352 anm. 

8 This was the topic set for the general discussion at the above-mentioned 
meeting of the American Philosophical Association, and this paper was intended 
as a contribution to such a discussion. 
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phylogeny, the historical point of view has been losing the impor- 
tance it once had in the study of life phenomena. However, we are 
to concern ourselves only with the values which are the study of the 
Geisteswissenschaften. 



I. Economics. — In the economic field the question whether eco- 
nomic history can, of itself, give us a theory of value has been the 
object of a long controversy lasting over sixty years. In the middle 
of the nineteenth century, when the classical school of economics 
seemed to be suffering from intellectual anemia, the historical school 
arose first in Germany and then in England, in protest against the 
whole abstract or deductive procedure in this essentially human field. 
I am acquainted with no argument for humanism in philosophy which 
was not in effect applied by the historical school to the field of 
economics. Thus it was pointed out that the economic man is a mere 
abstraction, having no exact counterpart in time and space, that 
actual men are not selfish calculating machines, that economic action 
is a response to a total situation in which diverse uneconomic factors 
enter, and that economic systems are not static, but constantly 
changing, etc. 9 In the light of these considerations, it was boldly 
asserted by men like Knies and Hildebrand, Cliff Leslie, Ingram, 
and others that the abstract deductive method of valuation must be 
abandoned, and that only by historical methods can we get at the 
essence of these phenomena. 10 I need not on this occasion examine 
the counter-attack by the Austrian school, though Menger's "Unter- 
suchungen fiber die Methode der Sozialwissenschaften" deserves to 
be better known among philosophers as a keen analysis of scientific 
method, and particularly noteworthy for its demonstration of the 
indispensable character of abstraction or isolation and deduction in 
all scientific procedure. For our present purpose it is sufficient to 
point out that when the leaders of the historical school came to such 
topics as the nature and function of capital, money, and credit, they 
invariably resorted to deductive or mathematical methods. 11 This 
was not, let it be noted, a mere personal failing or relapse into old or 

»Comte, "Cours de Phil. Positive," VI., chs. 2-3. List, "Das Na- 
tional System der Polit. Oekonomie" (2d ed.), pages i, li. Roscher, "Grund- 
riss" (1843), preface; also " Grundlagen " (1877), I., pages 26, 31 ff. Hilde- 
brand, " National okon. der Gegenwart, " page 209; also "Jahrb. fur 
Nationaloknomie, etc." (1863), pages 5 ff, 137 ff. Knies, "Polit. Oekonomie 
von geschieht. Standpunkt," III., §3, page 237. 

io List, op. tit., pages lix-lx, page 17; Knies, op. tit., page 35; Cliff Leslie, 
"Essays in Political and Moral Philosophy," page 189; Ingram, "History of 
Political Economy," pages 237 ff; Ashley, "English Economic History and 
Theory," preface. 

"Knies, "Geld und Credit," Pt. II., Ch. XII., §2. 
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accustomed habits, but, s their followers now admit, a retreat from 
an untenable position. 

Schmoller, the acknowledged leader of the present or newer his- 
torical school in economics, who was at first inclined to subordinate 
economic science to economic history, 12 now admits the indispensable 
character of the deductive method. — Nay, he goes so far as to admit 
that history has done less to extend the theory of economics than have 
its practical applications. 13 Similarly, the most creative mind of 
the newer school, Karl Biicher, whose investigations have opened up 
new fields in the relation of economics to psychology and anthropol- 
ogy, says, "The only method of investigation which will enable us 
to approach the complex causes of commercial phenomena is that of 
abstract isolation and logical deduction. The sole inductive process 
that can likewise be considered, namely, the statistical, is not suffi- 
ciently exact and penetrating. ' ' 14 

There is thus to-day an acknowledged consensus among economists 
that the attempt to make history supersede abstract or deductive 
methods of valuation has hopelessly failed. 15 Nor is the reason for 
this failure far to seek. The historical school was misled by the 
crude inductive theory of science according to which a collection of 
facts can o itself establish a theory. As even a chronologically 
ordered series of facts can not of itself establish causal relations, 1 ' 

12 "Zur Litteraturgesehiehte der Staats- und Sozialwissenschaften," page 
279. 

" " Grundriss, etc.," I., pages 122 ff, and section 14 of his important ar- 
ticle in Conrad's " Worterbuch " (3d ed.), Vol. VIII., page 458. Cf. Toynbee, 
"Ricardo and the Old Political Economy," page 10. 

14 " Industrial Evolution" (tr. Wickett), page 148. 

15 It may be pointed out that even the more moderate hope of the newer 
historical school that a vast collection of monograph studies in economic history 
will supply a wi er basis for economic theory has proved vain; and the foremost 
students of economic history admit that their work is only of secondary or in- 
direct help to the student of economies. See Conrad's address in Vol. II. of 
"International Congress of Arts and Sciences," page 211. Veblen, reviewing 
Schmoller 's Grundriss, says : ' ' There seems no reason to regard this failure [of 
the historical school] as less than definitive. ' ' Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
Vol. 16, page 74. Cf. A. Voigt, in Zeitschrift fur Sozialwissenschaft, N. F., 
3 (1912), pages 241, 311, 383. Below, Vierteljahrschrift fur Sozial- und 
Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 5 (1907), pages 482 ff. Hasbach, Archiv fiir Sozial- 
wissenschaft, 24 (1907), page 29. TSnnies, Archiv fiir Systematische Philoso- 
phic, I. (1895), pages 227 ff. Pierson, "Principles of Economics," I., pages 
33-36. 

16 For the possibility of causal laws in this connection, see Marshall, "Prin- 
ciples of Economics, ' ' I., Ch. IV., § 3, and Wagner, ' ' Grundlegung d. polit. 
Oekonomie," I., §83. As to the possibility or impossibility of "laws" in 
history, see Xenopol, "La Theorie de l'Histoire, " Ch. IX., and K. Menger, 
" Untersuchungen, " pages 146 ff. Cf. Bulletin de la Soci4t6 francaise de Phil., 
July, 1906, and July, 1907. 
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economic history can not be written except by one already trained in 
economics, just as geologic history can not be written except on the 
basis of established physical and biologic theories. By extending the 
sphere of known facts, economic history, doubtless, supplies us with 
an improved check or control over our economic theories. We are 
thus able to say that certain generalizations based on present-day 
conditions are not of absolute validity. But in itself history does not 
suffice, either for the settlement of controversial questions of economic 
policy, or for the establishment of an adequate scientific theory of 
value. 17 

II. Jurisprudence. — The contrast between eighteenth-century 
rationalism and nineteenth-century historicism was first and most 
sharply drawn in the field of jurisprudence. In opposition to all 
eighteenth-century attempts to change actual legal institutions in 
accordance with the rights of man (deduced from rational prin- 
ciples) the historical school of jurisprudence founded by Eichhorn 
and Savigny maintained the supreme or exclusive importance of 
historical study. Law, Savigny maintained, is always the expres- 
sion of a deterministic development of a national spirit (Volksgeist). 
Hence history is not merely a collection of examples, but "the only 
way to attain a true knowledge of our own condition. ' ' 1S Hence, 
also, all legislation, like the Napoleonic code, not based on a com- 
plete knowledge of the history of law can be only worse than useless. 19 

A close examination shows that the pillars of this faith are four 
characteristic dogmas, viz., determinism, organicism, evolutionism, 
and relativism (1) Since the past completely determines the pres- 
ent, ' ' the idea that each generation can make its legal world for good 
or ill according to its power and insight is the essence of the unhis- 
torical view." 20 (2) Law is not a separate affair, but is like lan- 
guage, the expression of the organic national spirit. Hence there can 
be no free borrowing or adaptation of the law of one people by an- 
other nation. (3) As each national spirit develops, it must pass 
through certain stages and (4) what is created in one stage can not 
be adapted to another. Hence legal institutions must be studied, not 
with reference to general or abstract principles, but with reference 

17 Gide et Rist, ' ' Histoire des Doctrines Economiques, ' ' IV., Ch. I. ; 
Lifsehitz, "Die historische Schule der Wirtschaf tswissenschaf t, " pp. 140-198, 
254-288 ; Max Weber, Zeitschrift fiir Sozialwissenschaft, 1904, pages 374 ff, and 
Jahrbuch fiir Gesetzgebung, etc., 1905, pages 1324 ff. 

i« See Savigny 's introduction to his Zeitschrift fiir gesohioht. Eechtwissen- 
sohaft, I. (1815), page 4. 

"Savigny, "On the Vocation of our Age for Legislation and Jurispru- 
dence, ' ' sections 6 ff. 

2» Savigny, Zeitschrift, etc., page 4. 



706 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

to the particular time and place under which they arose and func- 
tioned. 

Much has been and is still to be said about these doctrines; but 
it is certain that though the historical school has been in the ascen- 
dency for nearly one hundred years, it has never succeeded in 
harmonizing them so as to present a consistent doctrine. If deter- 
minism is taken seriously, how can we attach any practical impor- 
tance to the historical knowledge of jurisprudence? If we accept 
the doctrine of organic connection of all social institutions in the 
national spirit, how can we explain the fact that people have success- 
fully borrowed each other's laws? For our present purpose it is, 
perhaps, sufficient to point out that history itself does not bear out 
this faith in the exclusive importance of the historical approach to 
jurisprudence. No one can dispute that under the influence of eight- 
eenth-century theories of natural rights, the constitutional law, the 
criminal law, 21 and a good deal of the civil law of the world was 
radically transformed and improved. The Napoleonic code, framed 
by men who, as Savigny clearly showed, were grossly deficient in 
legal history, has successfully spread and has become the basis of the 
law of most of the European countries, various African communities, 
all of Latin America, Quebec, and Louisiana, and has exercised 
influence even on the German Civil Code, 22 while all the labors of 
the historical school, excellent though they be in point of thorough 
historical scholarship, have little to show that is at all comparable. 
The crude, unhistorical rationalism of Bentham stirred into life 
reformative forces in all branches of the common law, but the Anglo- 
American historical school (founded by Maine) has not a single 
reform or constructive piece of legislation of any magnitude to its 
credit. 23 Indeed, the historical school has been a positive hindrance 
to any improvement or enlargement of the law, — precisely because 
those who think of new problems exclusively in terms of historical 
analogies get tangled up in their own traces and think that what has 
been must remain forever. 24 

How can history help us to evaluate the laws of to-day or of pro- 
posed changes? How, for instance, are we to be guided in deter- 
mining proposed penal legislation? The answer of the historical 
school is: that is sound which is in harmony with the general Euro- 
pean or American tendency as revealed by history. But this test 

21 List, ' ' Deut. Straf recht, "I., I 7. 

22 E. g., in the doctrine of possession, § 932. 

23 Legalists sometimes draw a sharp distinction between law and legislation. 
But no one can really understand law apart from law in the making. 

2 * It is one thing to understand how the complicated rules of evidence grew 
up, but quite another to answer the question whether the whole body of such 
rules might not advanta eously be wiped out to-day. 
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taken seriously either bars all real changes, or else leads nowhere 
in particular. All real changes must be contrary to what has hitherto 
prevailed. 26 A historical study of the Roman law, or of our common 
law, may reveal to us exactly what Roman jurisconsults or English 
judges said and meant. But unless we are to suppose these worthies 
were endowed with omniscience, how could they have foreseen and 
solved all the perplexing and complicated problems which modern 
life presents? The actual efforts of the historical school to govern 
modern conditions with ancient texts has resulted, as Jhering and 
Pound have pointed out, in a series of pious juggling of irrelevant 
texts and old decisions made with reference to bygone conditions, or, 
more frequently, in an ultra-rationalistic shuffling of concepts — 
Begriffsjurisprudenz — which is none the better because it is uncon- 
sciously metaphysical. 26 

The historical school has thus not succeeded in eliminating the 
abstract methods of evaluation of the old natural law. By setting 
up the system 27 of the Roman or the common law as the embodiment 
of absolute principles valid for all times, it has simply substituted a 
conservative natural law for the old revolutionary or reformative 
one, presupposing the values of conservation instead of the values of 
creation or change. 28 

III. Politics. — The claims of history as the only basis of enlight- 
ened politics have been put forth so vigorously by historians like 
Freeman and Droysen, 29 that it has almost become an accepted com- 
as Somlo, Archiv filr Uechts- und Wirtschafts philosophie, Vol. III., pages 
510 ff; Kantorowicz, Monatschrift fur Kriminalpsychologie, Vol. IV., pages 79, 
92 ff. 

2« Jhering, " Seherz und Ernst," especially essay entitled "Im juristischen 
Begriffshimmel " ; Pound, Harvard Law Review, Vol. 25, pages 598-604; Ehr- 
lich, "Grundlegung der Soziologie des Eechts, " pages 295 ff. 

27 The ' ' system ' ' of the Roman law is a rationalistic construction due to 
Donellus in the sixteenth century. 

28 As to the failure of the historical school to avoid a ' ' natural law ' ' of its 
own, eee Begbohm, " Jurisprudenz und Rechtsphilosophie, " pages 280 ff; 
Stammler, ' ' Die Methode der geschichtlichen Rechtsschule, ' ' pages 4 ff ; 
Stammler, "Lehre von Riehtigen Recht," pages 118, 135-136. 

That the historical school has not really succeeded in refuting all stand* 
points of "natural law," can be seen in the present revival of "natural law" 
theories among jurists of the most diverse schools. See Ch. II. of Cosentini's 
"La Reforme de la Legislation Civile"; Jung, "Das Problem des natiirlichen 
Rechts"; Saleilles, in Sevue Trimestrielle du Droit Civil, I. (1902), pages 
80-98, and Charmont, "La Renaissance du Droit Naturel." 

2» Freeman : ' ' Historical study does more than anything else to lead the 
mind to definite political creed." "History of Federal Government" (ed. 
Bury), pages xiv-xv. Droysen: "Especially is historical study the basis for 
political improvement and culture." "Principles of History" (tr. Andrews), 
page 56. 
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monplaee. But the fact that history has always readily supplied 
weapons to all parties, democratic, monarchic, etc., has induced most 
modern historians to discard the hope of organizing the lessons of 
history into a systematic science of politics and to content themselves 
with aiming simply at discovering the truth as to past events." 

In practise, also, the knowledge of history is of comparatively 
little direct use to the statesman. 31 It is only a hopelessly amateurish 
spirit that would guide the policy of the United States by parallels 
drawn from the history of the Roman republic, just as the doctrinaire 
leaders of the Russian Revolution of 1905 expected Russia to go 
through exactly the same stages as France did after 1789. 

Sometimes, indeed, we find a question of policy, like the veto 
power of our courts over legislation, argued almost entirely on the 
basis of history, viz., as to what were the actual intentions of the 
Fathers of 1789. But this argument, it need hardly be pointed out, 
derives all its force from the political maxim that it is well to do only 
what our fathers intended. It is doubtless a theoretical gain when 
the study of history destroys the naive illusion that we can always 
wipe out all the institutions of the past and start out anew on a ra- 
tional basis. To suppose, however, that what has been must always 
remain is equally vain. "What is needed, and what history alone can 
not supply, is a quantitative social science which will deal not with 
absolute flexibilities or immobilities, but will enable us to compute the 
strength of social inertia and that of the forces available for change. 

IV. Ethics. — In the attempt to make history the basis of ethics, 
we may distinguish two stages, the theologic and the biologic. 

The attempt to derive theologico-ethical values from history be- 
gins with Augustine and his disciple Orosius, and continues to the 
middle of the eighteenth century in such works as Baron Bunsen's 
"God in History." Without doing injustice to the powerful intel- 
lect of St. Augustine, we may safely say that the attempt to make 
the facts of history prove the truth or validity of Christian ethics is 
convincing only to those who are determined to be convinced before- 
hand. To the devout Christian it may be difficult to see in the de- 
cline of the Roman Empire anything but the effect of the moral cor- 
ruption of the ancient world, but the anti-Christian makes out just 
as strong a case for the contention that the decline of Rome was due 
to the introduction of Christianity and the spread of monasticism. 

aoFustel de Conlange, "Etudes Historiques, " page 11. F. York Powell, in 
Langlois and Seignbos, ' ' Introduction to the Study of History, ' ' page xi. 
' ' Science has no other object than the truth, and the truth for its own sake, 
without regard to the consequences, good or bad, regrettable or fortunate, which 
that truth may have in practise." Gaston Paris, quoted by Masci in the 
Bendiconti delta Seale Accadamia dei Lincei, XXII. (1913), page 376. 

3 1 Morley, "Notes on Politics and History," page 103. 
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Though the theologic coloring has now definitely disappeared 
from our histories and it is no longer in good form to use such 
phrases as, "And thus we see the hand (or finger) of God in history," 
the essence of the method persists with the slight change that biologic 
terms have replaced theologic ones. Instead of the City of God or 
"the far-off divine event to which all creation moves," we have the 
goal of progress, and instead of Providence we have the struggle for 
existence. But whether we use the old terms or the new, history re- 
mains a branch of apologetics, an attempt to justify the powers that 
have been victorious. The essence of the matter is the dictum of 
Schiller, Die Weltgeschichte is das Weltgericht, i. e., the belief that 
if the facts of history are allowed to tell their own tale, they will, like 
the poetic justice of the old-fashioned drama, always show the sui- 
cidal character of injustice and the ultimate triumph of the worthier 
types of civilization. This belief seems to me to rest on a peculiar 
dullness to the pathetic and tragic elements in history, such, for in- 
stance, as the crushing of several types of civilization in western 
Asia and eastern Europe by the brutal power of Genghis Khan, the 
loss of Bohemian independence, or the crushing of the finer civiliza- 
tion of Poland and Finland by the semi-barbaric power of Russia. 
There is something inexpressibly brutal in the dogma of necessary 
universal progress 32 which is simply the old dogma that this is the 
best of all possible worlds in a temporal form, to wit, that every 
change in the world is a change for the better. Like other forms of 
brutality, this glorification of the historically actual is due to a lack 
of sympathy or imagination which prevents us from seeing all the 
finer possibilities, hopes and aspirations, at the expense of which the 
triumph of the actual is frequently purchased. The doctrine that 
right always triumphs is but an insidious form of the immoral doc- 
trine that what triumphs (i. e., might) is always right. 

In terms of cold logic, my point is that all attempts to derive 
ethical values from history really presuppose or assume the very 
values to be derived. Suppose history capable of showing that certain 
courses of conduct lead to national extinction. That of itself can not 
give us an ethical rule except on the assumption that national exist- 
ence should always be desired. As a matter of fact, a great deal of 
the seeming success of evolutionary or biologic-historical ethics in 
suggesting solutions of moral problems is due to the unconscious as- 

» 2 I speak here only of the idea of necessary progress. As for the claim 
that the facts of history show that on the whole humanity has made actual 
progress or improvement, I can only say that our knowledge of the past is too 
fragmentary and our social sciences not sufficiently advanced in quantitative 
determination, to enable us to add the diverse gains and losses with any degree 
of justifiable confidence. Our control over nature has, doubtless, increased, but 
that the value of life has thereby been always enhanced is extremely doubtful. 
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sumption which underlies all these attempts, that mere life (i. e., 
biologic duration) or else the type of life which is the mode to-day, 
is the highest or most valuable end. It is sometimes said that history, 
the story of human success and failure, is the great laboratory of the 
ethics student. But unless we are in possession of some standard as 
to what we should consider success and failure, the experiments in 
our laboratory can have no meaning to us. 33 

The argument that the history of human morals is always an evo- 
lution from the simple to the complex, and therefore enables us to 
perform a real analysis of the complex judgments existing to-day, 
seems to me to rest on a very doubtful a priori basis. There is little 
historical evidence for this belief in the inevitable progress from the 
simple to the complex. When knowledge of the past increases, we 
find that progress is often in the direction of simplification. 

At the last meeting of this Association, Professor Cox urged the 
teaching of an ethics that should be "an objective study of what has 
happened, not in the least of what ought to happen." 34 In support 
of this view, he urged that if we find, as a matter of fact, that certain 
things always happen, it is absurd to ask, ought they to happen. But 
this only means that the ethical point of view is inapplicable unless 
there be a real or imaginary choice. If the teaching of ethics can, as 
Professor Cox supposes, make people more ethical, he must assume 
the existence of real choice. 

We may conclude, then, that nothing has yet been advanced that 
refutes the argument of Sidgwick, that the history of ethical opinion 
or practise can not be the decisive factor in determining its validity. 35 

V. Religion. 36 — In religion, the historical method has frequently 
been regarded as primary by orthodox and heterodox. Take such 
controversies as the historical existence of Jesus of Nazareth, or the 
question of a historical succession of the Bishops of Rome from St. 
Peter to Leo the Great. They seem to have far-reaching religious 
bearings, but can any one pretend that the religious values of these 

33 It should also be observed that laboratory experiments are of phenomena 
that can, with a measurable degree of accuracy, be indefinitely repeated. But 
historical facts are so complex that few historical situations are in any meas- 
urable sense alike. Nevertheless, history, as offering a field to which ethical con- 
cepts are to be applied and by which they are to be tested, is indispensable to the 
study of ethics. 

3 * This Journal, Vol. X., page 346. 

as "Methods of Ethics," III., Ch. I., §4. "Philosophy, its Scope and 
Relations" (especially the lectures entitled "Philosophy and Sociology"). 

so The genetic fallacy in the supposition that the history of art can supply 
the answer to the questions of esthetic valuation or critical appreciation, seems to 
me so clear that I shall pass over it. I may refer to K. Lange 's ' ' Das Wesen 
der Kunst, " pages 13 ff, and Babbit's "Masters of Modern French Criticism." 
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questions would have arisen in the mind of an impartial student, for 
example, a Buddhist? As a matter of fact, the dogmas in question 
arose prior to all questions of historical research. 

Religious liberals frequently claim that history is fighting their 
battle; and, doubtless, so far as orthodox religious teachings assume 
certain historical dogmas, modern historical research puts difficul- 
ties in their way. The history of Old and New Testament religion, 
based on the methods of the higher criticism, certainly removed ex- 
traneous artificial difficulties in the way of accepting their religious 
teachings. But can any one maintain that the higher criticism tends 
to make converts for Judaism or Christianity? 

Problems of religious value can not be determined exclusively by 
history because the latter is dependent on psychologic and metaphys- 
ical consideration in determining what is held valuable in religion. 31 

VI. Philosophy. — Finally, we come to the history of philosophy. 
Since Hegel's attempt to present the history of philosophy as a ra- 
tional system, the belief in the philosophic value of the history of 
philosophy has never lacked adherents. Indeed, in Germany there 
has been a marked tendency to sink all philosophy into its history, 
and in many of its systematic treatises the systematic part is a sort 
of appendix to the historical portion. Without denying to the his- 
tory of philosophy a high value as a part of the history of culture or 
civilization, we may flatly deny that the truth of philosophic doc- 
trines is dependent on their chronologic order. 38 Is it any argument 
for or against the truth of their teaching that Epicurus came after 
Plato, or that Sextus Empiricus came after Aristotle ? I fail to see 
an argument in Epicurus that Plato has not met, or attempted to 
meet. Philosophic doctrines, in truth, have no necessarily continu- 
ous existence, and it can easily be shown that few of the great phi- 
losophers were acquainted with the writings of all their important 

3' Troeltsch, ' ' Religionsphilosophie, " in " Festschrift f fir Kuno Fischer, ' ' 
page 142. 

as Those who believe that the history of philosophic doctrines can determine 
the question of their truth have seldom faced courageously the probl m as to 
the nature of truth to which their position leads. If every philosophic system 
is an advance on its predecessors, we seem to be driven to the dilemma that 
either the historian's own point of view is the absolute truth and all previous 
systems but partial embodiments of it, or else that all views (including that of 
the historian) are true only relative to their time or epoch. Hegel alone seems 
to have had the courage to accept the first alternative and view his own philos- 
ophy as the final revelation of the absolute, so that henceforth no more history 
of philosophy would logically be necessary. The difficulties of the second horn of 
the dilemma are the familiar ones inherent in all theories which assume the 
relativity of knowledge. 
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predecessors. The attempt to present the history of philosophy as 
an independent continuous stream following out an inner necessary 
dialectic has many esthetic charms, so that it will always be at- 
tempted, but it has no claim as genuine history. Whatever philos- 
ophy be, it is not merely a branch of archeology. 

II 

In speaking of history up to this point, we have been assuming 
that there is such a thing as historical truth which is to be found in 
accordance with definite methods of historical search — that, e. g., the 
existence of certain laws, economic practises, or ritual observances 
in the past is to be determined by definite evidence, and the fact that 
they are revolting or shocking is irrelevant to the consideration of 
their historical existence. 

Such an ideal of history, however, is, as a matter of fact, difficult 
to maintain, for history is a fine art (a branch of imaginative 
literature) as well as a science. The actual data of history consists 
of contemporary facts in the form of remains and documents. His- 
torical science consists in criticizing this material, i. e., in applying 
the laws of probability to it. The result of this process is to fix a 
number of points through which the historical curve is to be made 
to pass. The invention of such curves must be the result of creative 
imagination closely akin to the dramatic imagination. The historical 
material, as it issues from the fire of scientific criticism, never of 
itself presents a complete picture. It either offers too little (as, e. g., 
in the early history of Russia), or it offers too much (e. g., modern 
Prussia). In the former case the historian has to supplement the 
facts before him with hypothetical ones — in which process he is ob- 
viously dependent on his general philosophy of life or schema of 
relative values ; and in the second case, he must select from the great 
mass of facts those which he considers most important, which again 
involves a process of valuation — since importance is distinctly a cate- 
gory of valuation. Hence we can understand the fact that no great 
historian has actually succeeded in making the objective or the scien- 
tific motive eliminate altogether the tendency to edification; and all 
historians, consciously or unconsciously, make their histories preach 
the gospel of the particular party or epoch to which the historian 
belongs. 

Now, there are two attitudes which may be taken to this personal 
or subjective element in history. "We may try, as the scientific school 
of historians is doing, to eliminate or minimize it by definite rules, 
or we may glorify it as a principle, as Droysen, Treitschke, and 
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patriotic historians generally have actually done. 30 The attempt to 
do both frequently passes to-day as the evolutionary or genetic 
method in the social sciences. I have no opportunity in this paper 
except barely to indicate somewhat dogmatically that the genetic or 
evolutionary method in the social sciences represents an unstable mix- 
ture of incompatible elements of rationalism and empiricism. 40 Pop- 
ular Hegelian dialectics, fortified by the analogy of biologic prin- 
ciples that are fast being discarded by those engaged in actual bio- 
logic work, gives a general formula of progress with distinct stages 
through which all social institutions must necessarily pass. Thus 
the family must everywhere have passed through the stages of pro- 
miscuity, group marriage, matriarchal and patriarchal clan, etc. 
Industry must everywhere have passed through the hunting, nomad, 
agriculture stages, etc. All this is bewitchingly simple, but the stu- 
dent who has been brought up on the mathematical and natural sci- 
ences finds in the mass of desiccated anthropological anecdotes that 
fill our treatises on social evolution nothing that can be called scien- 
tific evidence for the actual or necessary existence of these stages. 
Social evolution through necessary stages is a mythology, not as 
picturesque as the old theologic mythologies, but equally effective in 
quenching the thirst for genuine knowledge with the Lethean waters 
of the esthetic imagination. 

Two concessions to historicism appear from the above survey: 
(1) that it has certain pedagogic value, and (2) that it may effec- 
tively negate values set up by absolutistic and unhistorical systems. 
Both concessions, however, ought to have a caveat attached to them. 

1. That the historical or genetic method has alluring pedagogic 
value in such fields as economics, ethics, or philosophy can not be 
denied. Instead of analyzing a subject and dealing with its abstract 
elements (which always requires intellectual concentration), we 
clothe them with historical existence and present them as the neces- 
sary stages in a temporal process. The gain thereby is so great as 
frequently to justify some loss of accuracy and distortion of facts; 

so "That bloodless objectivity which does not say on which side is the 
narrator 's heart is the exact opposite of the true historical sense. ' ' Treitschke, 
quoted in Gooch "History and Historians," page 150. The requirement in the 
Prussian or our own public schools that history should be taught so as to foster 
patriotism leads as a matter of fact to the subordination of history to national 
apologetics. 

40 For criticism of evolutionism in the social sciences see Stammler, "Wirt- 
schaft und Recht, " pages 662 ff; Vierkandt, in Zeitschrift fiir PMlosophie und 
ThilosopTiische KritiJc, Vol. 127, pages 168 ff ; Diehl, in Jahrbiichen fiir Na- 
tionalokonomie, Vol. 83, pages 823 ff ; Tonnies, in ArcMv fiir Sozialwissenschaft, 
Vol. 19, pages 88 ff; Sidgwiek, "Philosophy, its Scope and Relations," lec- 
tures 6-9. 
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and we say that the letter killeth, but the spirit reviveth. A certain 
amount of conventionalization seems absolutely necessary in all 
teaching; but the danger of the genetic method, like that of legal 
fiction, is that the teachers themselves may grow to believe it true. 
Thus the myth about the stages of industry, hunting, nomad, agri- 
culture, etc., is taken so seriously that an attempt is made to build 
a system of education on it (I refer to the culture epoch theory). 
Again, it is its pedagogic attractiveness that causes so many people 
to believe the baseless dogma that all history is an evolution from 
the simple to the complex. The slightest familiarity with the facts 
in the history of language or law shows that if any absolute generali- 
zation must be made, it should rather be that we are dealing with 
growths in the direction of simplification. 

2. Historical arguments frequently seem most effective against 
absolutistic theories of value. Thus if it is claimed that an ristocracy 
alone can give us good government, it seems relevant to point out 
the eggregious selfishness and inefficiency of the English, Polish, and 
Venetian aristocracies. But the adherent of aristocracy is not thereby 
silenced, since the follies of former aristocracies may be ascribed to 
any one of the numerous circumstances under which the aristocracies 
of former days functioned, but which no longer exist. There is doubt- 
less a strong probability that any one who, through history, becomes 
acquainted with beliefs and practises other than his own, will no 
longer affirm with such unquestioned assurance that his own beliefs 
and practises are the only ones possible, or even the best possible for 
every one at all times. In this respect history, like human geography, 
widens the social and intellectual horizon. But no one seriously ques- 
tions the value of history as a genuine method of extending the 
span of our experience. Doubtless, also, the wider experience will 
enable one, as a rule, to judge more wisely in questions of value. 
But to expect that on any controversial question of to-day the teach- 
ings of history can be decisive, seems vain. The contention of some 
leading teachers of history, such as Professors Robinson and 
Seignbos, 41 that history favors the values of change or reform by 
curing people of the morbid dread of change, can not be accepted 
as universal. History seems impartial and readily supplies aid and 
comfort to both sides. Any one with sufficient enthusiasm for half- 
truths (which characterizes most controversy in this field) can readily 
give the appearance of finality to the contention that rationalism is 
revolutionary, and historicism, with its tendency to glorify the actual, 
is the refuge of the conservative. In politics ardent reformers or 
revolutionists are almost always firm believers in principles, while 

*! Bobinson, "The New History," pages 252 ff; Langlois and Seignbos, 
"Introduction to the Study of History," pages 320-21. 
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the conservative is always drawing- lessons from history that these 
things have never been and are not, therefore, practicable. In juris- 
prudence, both German and American historical schools find their 
reason for existence in their opposition to the revolutionary codifiers. 
Professor Robinson cites the use of history by the socialists, but this 
instance is rather instructive the other way. Socialism as a concrete 
human movement reflects, of course, the mixed and complicated 
motives which characterize actual human conduct. Political Marxism, 
however, is a fixed philosophy capable of definite analysis. Now the 
Marxian programme was, in his mind and in that of Engels and of 
all their orthodox followers, sharply opposed to the older revolution- 
ary socialism of St. Simon, Fourier, etc. 42 Marx and Engels laugh 
at these rationalists who would establish all things on principles of 
reason and thus rest the world on its head. They insist, over and 
over again, that the past can not be wiped out and that only through 
history can we see the future. The consequence of this was that 
under the influence of the Marxian political programme socialism 
ceased to be really revolutionary. As a political doctrine it no longer 
asks its adherents to do anything to bring about the social revolu- 
tion, but only to keep the faith and wait for the catastrophic day of 
judgment — a political quietism like the Lutheran or Calvinistic 
distrust of good works, and an abounding faith in the omnipotence 
of the economic deity. Indeed, Marxism became dominant in the 
socialistic movement only after the failure of the revolution of 1848 
and of the Paris Commune, when events showed the inferiority (in 
open conflict) of disorganized though enthusiastic revolutionists to 
a disciplined soldiery. In countries like Spain and Russia where, 
for various reasons, the revolutionary embers continued to smoulder, 
Marxism never received the same ascendancy which it did in the more 
peaceful countries. Revisionism and syndicalism to-day indicate 
that socialists are beginning to be dissatisfied with a religious peace 
purchased at the price of practical political disenfranchisement. 

The foregoing survey touches more ground than I can satisfac- 
torily cover in the time allotted to me. But perhaps I have indicated 
enough to suggest the conclusion that historicism, like its sister 
materialism, while professing empiricism, is really the offspring of 
vicious rationalism. Both are obsessed with the dogma that only the 
factual can have true being. The attempt to banish real possibilities 
from the world results in the common dogma of determinism. But 
if everything which is to-day is completely determined by its past, 
there can be really nothing new to-day. And if there be nothing new 

43 See especially Engels, ' ' The Development of Socialism from Utopia to 
Science. ' ' 
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to-day, neither was there anything new yesterday, and history is 
lost in rational mechanics. 

The denial, on the part of historicism, that there may be any 
order of values independent of historical sequences, is ultimately 
based on the nominalistic dogma that only particular entities in time 
and space are real. But values, like mathematical relations, may in- 
volve characteristics independent of the time order. This indepen- 
dence does not, of course, deny their intimate union in our common 
life, but it warns us against straining the principle of parsimony by 
trying to sew the vesture of the universe out of a single piece of 
cloth, or trying to weave that cloth without having the threads cross 
each other. Value and historical existence are independent of each 
other in the same sense that the two blades which form a pair of 
scissors are independent of each other. Both are necessary and inti- 
mately connected, but neither can absorb or, by a process of sublima- 
tion (aufhebung) , transcend the other. Morris R Cohen 

The College of the City op New Yobk. 



REVIEWS AND ABSTRACTS OP LITERATURE 

Schopenhauer s Erhenntnislehre als System einer Gemeinschaft det Ra- 
tionalen und Irrationalen: Ein historisch-Tcritischer Versuch. Hein- 
rich Hasse. Leipzig: Verlag von Felix Meiner. 1913. Pp. 217. 
The title of this book indicates its purpose and scope. The author has 
very carefully collected and arranged quotations from Schopenhauer's 
various writings, and from these has attempted to discover or construct a 
more or less coherent " system " in which knowledge through the ordinary 
channels is brought into correlation with a kind of awareness of a different 
sort and from another source. On the whole it turns out that Schopen- 
hauer was very much more explicit in stating the antithesis and opposi- 
tion between these realms than he was in coordinating them. It ia, how- 
ever, abundantly evident that he places the chief emphasis on the 
non-rational or non-reasoned, as this gives us not mere knowledge about 
reality, but introduces us to an intimate participation in this very reality 
itself. 

As this question has been the storm center of recent discussion between 
neo-Hegelians and various so-called pragmatists, Hasse's careful exposition 
of the great opponent of Hegel may help to give some historical back- 
ground, and perhaps, also, some light on this very live issue. 

The author tells us in his short " foreword " that he completed his book 
on Schopenhauer just one hundred years after the appearance of the 
" Vierf achen Wurzel." In many other ways he indicates that he is an ad- 
mirer and consequently a sympathetic expositor of Schopenhauer. He 
states explicitly that he has no stomach for the usual superficial hunting 
of contradictions, but that he is much more concerned to discover, if pos- 



